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The French officers, however, could give no definite assur-
ances, as they professed to be unfamiliar with the purposes of
their Emperor after a satisfactory arrangement of the debt ques-
tion had been reached. They were invariably courteous at every
interview. The ultimate action of the French Government is
known, but, as it forms no part of these memoirs, will not be dis-
cussed.

During the month of February yellow fever made its appear-
ance at Vera Cruz and among the allied forces, several cases
occurring on board their ships. Permission was asked by the
allies and granted by the Mexican authorities to move their
forces beyond the first line of defence as far as the high land
about Orizaba, to avoid the disastrous spread and ravages of this
dread disease. Toward the last of February the French forces
moved toward Orizaba, and were followed in turn by the Eng-
lish and Spanish. The city of Vera Cruz was then guarded by
the sailors from the fleet, although the Mexican flag was hoisted
over San Juan d'Ulloa and the city itself.

The history of events subsequently culminating in the estab-
lishment of Maximilian as Emperor, his overthrow, capture and
execution by the Mexican Government in 1866, closed an inci-
dent that had been full of menace to this country and must
otherwise have involved it in war beyond all doubt or perad-
venture sooner or later.

During the month of May the Potomac had returned to Pen-
saeola, via Key "West. The old ship, after an ordinary lifetime
of service on the coasts of most of the countries of the world,
had succumbed to the battle of wind and wave. Strain and
work in heavy seas, under the weight of heavy batteries, had
weakened her fastenings, and she was "laid up'7 as a store-
ship in Pensacola Harbor, which had fallen into our hands a few
months before.

The various officers were detached, as well as the greater part
of the crew, for service in the different vessels of the West Gulf
Squadron, then commanded by the indomitable David Glasgow
Farragut, whose name will live in history among the greatest
captains.

In 'July, 1862, the writer was promoted to the grade of lieu-
tenant, and later was detached from the Potomac and orderedpurpose of this expedition,
